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Copernicus Crater –

 90 km in diameter and 2.5 km deep

• Oblique view  of Copernicus 
from Lunar Orbiter 2 in 1967

• Telescopic view  of 
Copernicus from Earth
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Lunar Mini-Rovers

• Lunar Mini-Rovers are small, un-manned rovers on the Moon with 1 
or 2 cameras and possibly a mobile arm

– Built and launched to the Moon in lots of ~100 to keep cost/rover 
low

– Would be sold to states or countries worldwide for use in 
classrooms

– Proposed by Tom Matula at Sul Ross State University in Alpine, 
Texas

• Can be used to undertake real time lunar exploration by classroom 

students

– Students can drive the rover, direct the cameras, and see the 
results in real time

– May be possible to pick up a rock, return it to a rocket near the 
lunar settlement, fly it back to Earth, and deliver it to the 
classroom

Having students around the world be able to explore the Moon in real 

time and potentially pick up rocks from the lunar surface would be a 

truly remarkable educational experience.
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